JACS2021/1019

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST – DECISION NOTICE
I refer to your application received by the Justice and Community Safety Directorate (JACS) on
27 April 2021 in which you sought access to the following information under the Freedom of
Information Act 2016 (the Act):
•
•
•
•

What work do prisoners do in prison?
How much prisoners get paid per hour for the work they do in prison.
Is the work done by prisoners compulsory or done by choice?
Do prisoners only work inside the prison or are they hired out by companies to be
used as a labour force?

Authority
I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director-General under section 18 of the Act to
deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act.
Decision
I have identified 40 documents containing information within the scope of your access
application. These are outlined in the Schedule of documents.
I have decided to grant full access to 40 documents. Please see the reasons outlined in the
‘reasons for decision’ at Attachment A.
Please note that the Detainee Employment Framework was finalised in 2018 and has been
provided for your information. The Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC) Employment is
currently updating the framework for endorsement in 2021
In addition to the documents provided, I note the following:
•

Detainees at the AMC undertake work activities on a voluntary basis.

•

Detainees who do not choose to participate in work activities receive $15.30 per
week.

•

Detainees may participate in work outside the AMC on an approved individual basis.

•

Offenders on community based corrections order may be ordered to undertake
community service as part of their order.

Online publishing – disclosure log
Under section 28 of the Act, JACS maintains an online record of access applications called a
disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents released to you in
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Attachment A – Reasons for decision
1.

Material considered

In reaching my decision, I considered:
•

your original access application

•

the documents containing the information that fall within the scope of your access
application

•

consultations with JACS officers

•

Freedom of Information Act 2016

2.

Reasons for my decision

As a decision maker, I am required to determine whether the information is in the public
interest to release. To make this decision, I am required to:
-

assess whether the information would be contrary to public interest to disclose as per
Schedule 1 of the Act

-

perform the public interest test as set out in section 17 of the Act by balancing the
factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring non-disclosure in Schedule 2

I have included below the factors relevant to my decision on access.
2.1. Information contrary to public interest to disclose
I have determined that none of the documents within the scope if your request contain
information that is taken to be contrary to the public interest to disclose under Schedule 1 of
the Act.
2.2.

Public interest test

I have assessed the information against the factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring
non-disclosure in Schedule 2. I have decided that the information is in the public interest to
disclose and have included below the relevant factors for your information.
2.1

Factors favouring disclosure in the public interest

(a) disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to do any of the following:
(ii) contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or matters of public
interest;
(iii) inform the community of the government’s operations, including the policies, guidelines
and codes of conduct followed by the government in its dealings with members of the
community.

3.

Summary of my decision

In conclusion, I have decided to grant you full access to 40 documents.
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